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Burkhead House
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private

Standing at the intersection of Bay and Church streets in the heart
of Berlin is this two-story frame house dating from two distinct periods.
The rear two-story service wing is the oldest section with its beaded
weatherboards and decorative bed molding dating from the second quarter
of the nineteenth century. The distinctive swag motif, seen on other area
houses, was accomplished with a drill and a chisel or gouge. Inside the
first and second floor rooms retain exposed beaded joists. Around 1900
the front side hall parlor addition followed the prevailing tastes of the
period with its corner tower and turn of the century woodwork. Both
periods were prosperous times for the town of Berlin which are reflected

in the prominent collections of structures from each era.
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SurVey No. WO-196

Magi No. 2401965404

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ mo

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common BURKHEAD HOUSE

2. Location

street & number 16 Bay Street —___ not for pubiication
city, town Berlin ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Worcester
L] L] L]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district - public X occupied ____agriculture — museum
_X building(s) X __ private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial — park
— structure __ both — work in progress —_ educationai X__ private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment __reiigious
__ object ___in process X vyes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
— being considered — yes: unrestricted industriai ___ transportation
_x_not applicable —no ____ military ___ other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name yDavid Aand Jackie Burkhead

16 Bay Street

street & number telephone no.:

city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 21811
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Clerk ¢f Court liber

street & number Worcester County Courthouse folio

city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

titie Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
date 1985 —federal ____ state _x county ___ local
spository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust

city, town Annapolis state MD 21401




7. Description Survey No. WO-196

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient _ deteriorated ____ unaltered _x_original site

_X good —__ruins %X altered ___moved date of move
— fair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Burkhead house, located at 16 Bay Street, stands at the
intersection of Bay and Church streets in the center of Berlin, Worcester
County, Maryland. The two-story, two-bay frame house faces northeast
with the main gable oriented on a northwest/southeast axis.

Built in two principal stages, the front portion of the frame house
dates to the turn of the twentieth century, while the two-story, two-bay
rear wing was erected during the second quarter of the nineteenth
century, probably around 1840. Supported by a minimal brick foundation,
the house is sheathed with a combination of plain and beaded edge
weatherboards. The beaded weatherboards are limited to the rear wing.
Asphalt shingles cover the various roofs.

The northeast (main) facade is an asymmetrical two-bay elevation
with a two-story polygonal tower rising on the northeast corner of the
house. Covering the Bay Street side entrance and adjacent window
opening is a flat roofed glassed in porch. Lighting the second floor are
two unevenly spaced two-over-two sash windows. The adjacent tower is
pierced by single-pane sash windows on each floor.

The gable ends are defined by two-over-two sash windows on each
each floor, and the attic is lighted by small two-over-two sash windows as
well. The eaves of each gable end are slightly extended. A patch in the
east gable end roof indicates the former location of the chimney stack
which was removed below the roof level.

The south side of the front block is largely covered by the two-
story early nineteenth-century section which is also lighted by two-over-
two sash windows on each floor. The first floor on the east side has been
covered by a single-story enclosed shed room. Most noteworthy is the bed
molding under the main cornice that follows a classical swag motif. Three
bold gouges are interspersed with a circular drill pattern. It appears the
roof of the older section was rebuilt when the front section was attached
since the eaves are extended in the same manner as the front section.
Two-over-two sash windows flank the interior end brick stack. The most
recent addition to the south end of the house is a single story shed roofed
porch erected around 1980.

The interiors have been changed through the years, but exposed
beaded joists remain in the first and second floor rooms of the early
nineteenth-century section. The original winder stair, part of which
remains on the second floor, was removed from its original southwest
corner location on the first floor. Surviving upstairs is a four-panel attic
stair door and remnants of a plastered stair soffit. The front section is
divided into a side hall/parlor plan with a turned baluster stair rising
against the west wall. A turn of the twentieth-century mantel is fixed
against the parlor chimney breast.



8. Significance Survey No.  WO-196

Period
— prehistoric
— 1400-1499
— 1500-1599
— 1600-1699
—1700-1799
—3 18001899
— 1900~

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

— archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

—__ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

X__ architecture — education — military — social/

___art —_engineering —  music humanitarian

____commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

____ communications —_industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specity)

Specific dates

Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B X*C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state ¥ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

The Burkhead house is an interesting frame dwelling that dates from
two distinct periods, the early nineteenth century and the turn of .the
twentieth century. Both periods were prosperous times for the town which
is reflected in the prominent collection of buildings from each era. The
rear two-story service wing is the oldest section dating to aroun<_i 1840.
Distinctive period features include a classically inspired bed molding under
the cornice that takes the form of stylized swags, beaded weatherboards,
and series of exposed beaded joists on the first and second floors. The
two-story side hall/parlor front section is a modest c. 1900 Queen Anne
style addition that boasts a corner tower.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.

Wo-196

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state

code county : code

state

code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

name/title

organization Worcester County date 9/5/88

street & number Worcester County Courthouse teleph;me 632-1094
Snow Hill state MD 21863

city or town

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Magi No. 2401965304

Maryland Hrstorreal Trust | o
State Hrstorrc Srtes Inventory Form " DOE _yes _no
1- Name .' (1nd1cate »prefer.r'ed nerméi
historic ]
and/or common Burkhead Hol.tse ) )
2. Locatron ’

16 Bay Street

AP no: for publrcatron

street & number

_‘city,vtéwn . ' ,Berll'n ,' ;‘i.-. _""yici'nity'of congr'essional:dr'st'rict lst
state : Z;\ff-- Maryland S ‘county - Worcester

3. C|as5rf|catron 7.1 i

Categbry . Ownefshlp
drstrrct‘ A public. -
T burldrng(s) L pﬂvate
_——structure - both ' »
- site . ;Publrc Acqmsrtlon
' _object — inprocess

= _'heing considered. -
_X not: agplicable

Status

. : X Occupred o

wunoct:upred -
~-waork in progress

' Accessible
. & yes: restricted:

— yes unrestrrcted

,-___rro

'Present Wse LI L

agrrcuhure RSN miuseum
~ comimergial - _aopark
Cln educahonal "X private residence
- entertammem N, religious .
: ‘_ govemmem ,_' sGientitic
rndusmar : - transportation
__murtar? S -__other

4 Owner Of Property (glve names. and‘malllng* adaresses of _& owners) |

name Dav1d and Jackle Burkhead

street&numb_er 16 Bay St

B

telephone no. l 301 641- 0211

,ury, town .. Berlq.n

state and, 21p t:ode Maryland 21811

: ~5 Locatron: of i.egal Desérrptron_;

iber
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cny,town e B e " state- Marvland o
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7. Description survey No. (,J0-{9(

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_original site

___good —___ruins _%_altered ___moved date of move
_X_fair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Burkhead house at the corner of Bay and Church St. is
a 2} story, wood frame dwelling with gable roof and brick foundation.
The house is basically T-shaped, the two parts having been built at
different times. The top of the T contains the principal facade
and faces Bay street. A two story octagonal tower is located at the
left or NE corner of the facade. Excepting the tower, this section is
2 bays across by 2 bays deep, the entrance being located in the
right bay of the front facade, concealed by a one story enclosed
porch extending from the tower across the front. Tower windows are
1/1; first floor windows are 1/1 with second floor windows being 2/2.
This section has a boxed cornice and 6" weatherboards.

The rear section of the dwelling, forming the stem of the T,
is also 2x2 bays with 2/2 windows. Its siding, in contrast to the
other section, is 6' beaded weatherboards with a notable frieze board
on the gable sides below a boxed cornice. The frieze board exhibits
drilled swags alternating with a triglyph mctif, similar to that
of Kenwood (WO-77). Further evidence of this section's Federal
construction was found in post and beam construction uncovered during
renovation, as well as beaded rafters, painted floor board on the
second floor.

A one story enclosed porch addition is located on the E.
or Church St. side of the Federal section, as well as a 1984 rear
addition extending across one bay of the S. facade.



8. Significance Survey No.  [JO—9(

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__ conservation — law —_ science
—1500-1599 __ agriculture —__ economics — literature — sculpture
—_1600-1699 _ X architecture ____ education —__ military ____ social/
— 1700-1799 __ art — engineering — muslc humanitarian
—X 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
% _1900- __ communications ___industry — politics/government  ___ transportation
___ invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C D
and/or :

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state x local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Burkhead house is clearly linked to Berlin's Federal
houses by the construction and details of design. Its evidence of
fire damage in the rafters may further link it to one of Berlin's
three fires, 1895, 1902, or 1904. The front section, not clearly
datable, is however, an example of the kind of structures built in
the town in the late 19th or early 20th century.

Of further interest is the discovery, during research by
the owner, that this property was originally known as the pound of the
1 Berlin Hotel.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WO—96

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Jackie Burkhead / Page Hammond

organization Berlin Historic District Commissiondate January, 1986

street & number 313 S. Main Street telephone 641-0733

city or town Berlin state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Anmnotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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BERLIN BUSINESS RETEREINCES,

JAMES C, DIRICESON, Physician and Surgeon,

8. P. REED, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Boots,
Shoes, Hats, Caps, and Notions. All kinds of
goods usvally kept in 2 country store. Store at
Tannery,

JAS. M. BRATTEN, Dealer in Dry Goods, Gro-
ceries, Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, and Notions.
JOEN W. STATON, Dealer in Dry Goods, Gro-

ceries, Queensware, Boots, Shoes, and Generzl
Merchandise.
H. R. PITTS, President of Wicomico &, Pocomoke
R. R. Office at Berlin.
R.J. RENRY, Treasurer of Wicomico & Pocomoke
R. R. Office at Berlin.
J. Z. POWBLL, Proprietor of Atlantic or Coffin’s
Hotel. House located on Sinepuzant Bay six miles
south-cast of Berlin, Noted as 2 good point for gus.
aing for Geese, Ducks, and various other kinds of

A ble, P

Sl.n:ddrm. Berlin, Md.

T. MUMFORD, Carpenter, Contractor, sad

Builder.

X. B. WBST, Carpenter,

JAMES B, WISE, Cabioet Maker and Undertakez,

H.C.CONNAWAY, Stock Dealer.

B.B. CAREY, Tanner and Currier. Highest market
price paid for hides and bark.

M. J. POWBLL, Manufacturer of Boots and Shoe.
Shop at Taunery.

PETBR FURBUSH, Blacksmith. Al kinds of
work in his line dase to order and promptly.

J.8. & H. PURNELL, Manufacturers and Dealersin

// * Lumber,

J.
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